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About NADO

• National association for 500+
regional planning and
development organizations

• Advocacy, research, training,
capacity building

Economic development
Rural transportation
Disaster preparation and
recovery
Small business finance
Sustainable communities



Regional Economic Development + …

1. Transportation
2. Land use
3. Community Investment



Linking Economic Development +  Transportation

• Mid-Columbia Economic
Development District
(MCEDD)

Washington

Oregon

Portland





Industry Cluster Support

• High Tech

• Renewable Energy

• Health/Medical

• Arts and Culture

• Wine



Multimodal Regional Transportation Linkages



Public-Private Investment Database Tool



Strategies and Policies

• Identify emerging industries based on
regional assets

• Business alliances should be private
sector-led

• Foundations can help identify business
needs and regional priorities, and link
investment opportunities with capital
providers



Linking Economic Development + Land Use

• East Central Iowa Council of Governments
Post-disaster recovery
Public-private partnership to plan regionally

Cedar
Rapids



Rapid Growth + Disaster Recovery

• ECICOG (Cedar Rapids region) was the
only region in Iowa to grow from 2000-
2010

• Devastating flooding in 2008

Cedar Rapids, 2008 Flooding



• Growing interest in regional planning
• Public-private collaboration to combine

regional economic development and
transportation strategies

• Coordination with Corridor Business
Alliance, MPOs, community foundation

Linking Economic Development + Land Use



Strategies and Tools

• Use regional councils to connect the
funding streams post-disaster

• Non-traditional support
Corporations and workforce programs can
fund employee transit service
Money doesn’t have to be the reason to
approach foundations and corporate partners

• Good data gets people interested
• “Put the good stuff up front”



Community Investment

• Mo-Kan Regional Council
Identifying and supporting business needs in
St. Joseph, MO



Community Investment





Community Investment





Strategies and Tools

• Regional councils can facilitate small
business loans and workforce connections

• Focus on personal connections to
community identity

• How to rectify “regional economic
development” and “smart growth
locations”?
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